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British Orienteering



Health, Safety and Welfare Policy

British Orienteering regards the health, safety and welfare of all participants to be of paramount importance.  British Orienteering is committed to taking all reasonable steps to provide a safe environment for those participating in orienteering activities held under the auspices of British Orienteering.  This commitment extends to participants, volunteers, staff and to any persons who may be affected by the sport or its members through their acts or ommissions during orienteering activities.
British Orienteering recognises its legal duty for providing a safe and healthy workplace and suitable working environments for its staff, volunteers and others (contractors, visitors and the public).  British Orienteering will ensure volunteers have the tools necessary to identify and manage risks.

British Orienteering understands the importance of assessing the suitability of staff and volunteers to work with children, young people and vulnerable adults.  British Orienteering is committed to ensuring safe recruitment procedures are adopted by the organisation and its associated bodies. 

British Orienteering fully accepts the obligations placed upon it by the various Acts of Parliament covering health, safety and welfare.  British Orienteering is committed to, as a minimum, compliance with all relevant health, safety and welfare legislation.  British Orienteering will strive for continuous improvements in health, safety and welfare performance.

Health, safety and welfare considerations are a requirement of all individual partipants as well as those with roles directly responsible for health, safety and welfare.
British Orienteering is committed to developing a positive health, safety and welfare culture throughout the sport of orienteering.  

The overall responsibility for this policy lies with the British Orienteering Board of Directors and gives delegated authority to the Chief Executive to ensure that the policy is implemented.  The Chief Exective will report annually on the policy’s effectiveness  

Participant reponsibilities:
· Participants will take reasonable care of their own health and safety and that of others who may be affected by their actions

· Participants will co-operate with responsible bodies on all health, safety and welfare issues
· Participants will raise concerns regarding health, safety, welfare and safeguarding young people and vulnerable adults if they have reason to believe that issues occuring may cause harm.
British Orienteering responsiblities:

· British Orienteering will have responsibility for promoting health, safety and welfare within orienteering.
· British Orienteering will have responsibility for promoting the safeguarding of young people and vulnerable adults within orienteering.
· British Orienteering will have responsibility for providing a publicised channel through which concerns and allegations of abuse or poor practice can be reported.

· British Orienteering will have responsibility for responding speadily to any reports of concerns or allegations of abuse or poor practice directed to them and ensuring support is available for those involved.

· British Orienteering will define health, safety and welfare responsiblilites for staff and volunteers.

· British Orienteering will ensure that staff and volunteers understand and are competent to discharge their individual responsibilities with regard to health, safety and welfare.
· British Orienteering will hold staff and volunteers accountable for meeting their individual responsibilities with regard to health, safety and welfare.
· British Orienteering will consult with appropriate experts in developing and reviewing health, safety and welfare procedures.
· This Health, Safety and Welfare policy will form part of British Orienteering’s overall strategic planning.
Club responsiblities:

· British Orienteering affiliated clubs will appropriately resource the publicised channels through which concerns and allegations of abuse or poor practice can be reported.
· British Orienteering affiliated clubs will be satisfied with the competence and suitability of volunteers working on their behalf.
· British Orienteering affiliated clubs will support and monitor volunteers working on their behalf.

Volunteer responsibilities:

· British Orienteering volunteers will organise orienteering related activities with health, safety and welfare as a priority.

· British Orienteering volunteers will ensure participants are provided with information relavant to making informed decisions regarding orienteering activities.
· British Orienteering volunteers will ensure health, safety and welfare requirements are delivered.

Standards
Governing body

· Will establish health, safety and welfare policies, standards and procedures that meet the needs of orienteering and the statutory requirements
· Will provide examples of good practice regarding health, safety and welfare

· Will provide health, safety and welfare training and support to members, volunteers and employees to ensure competence to deliver their responsibilties

· Will provide a system to recognise those trained in health, safety and welfare
· Will promote health, safety and welfare within orienteering

· Will establish and maintain procedures to monitor and review health, safety and welfare matters

· Will ensure that the health, safety and welfare requirements of external bodies, including statutory obligations, are met

· Will ensure the health, safety and welfare of employees and those working on behalf of British Orienteering

Club
· Will ensure volunteers are provided with training and support to meet health, safety and welfare standards

· Will ensure risks are assessed and managed

· Will ensure volunteers working with young people and vulnerable adults are suitable, competent and safe to do so
Participants
· Will take responsibility for their own health, safety and welfare

· Will coperate with all health, safety and welfare instruction provided by those in authority

· Will, once started an orienteering course, report to finish/download to ensure participant is accounted for
· Will demonstrate consideration to other participants, volunteers and members of the public

· Will, if competing, not cross areas that are marked on the map as out of bounds or are cordened off with tape
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